
NUISANCE ORDINANCE NO. q I 3 

An Ordinance establishing requirements for the owners of real property to meet certain 

standards and providing for the administration and enforcement thereof. 

WHEREAS pursuant to the Public Local Laws of Somerset County, Section 2-410, the 

County Commissioners of Somerset County, are empowered to enact an ordinance for the 

purpose of establishing standards for the maintenance of real property hereinafter known as 

Nuisances. 

WHEREAS the County Commissioners of Somerset County deem it necessary for the 

purpose of promoting the health, safety and general welfare of Somerset County. 

WHEREAS this Ordinance shall is and be known as the Nuisance Ordinance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the County Commissioners of Somerset County do hereby amend 

the Nuisance Ordinance (#655) for Somerset County dated March 1, 1997 and recorded among 

the Land Records of Somerset County, Maryland, in Liber 4, Folio 955 by striking the entire 

content thereof and substituting and adopting the following: 

SECTION I: Definitions 

As used in this Ordinance, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

A. 	 COUNTY-County Commissioners of Somerset County, Maryland, or their 

designated agent. 

B. 	 DEPARTMENT- The Department of Technical and Community Services, 

Somerset County, Maryland. 

C. 	 DESIGNATED AGENT- The person or persons designated by the Department or 

County Commissioners of Somerset County to enforce this chapter. 

D. 	 JUNK- Any old, scrap, dismantled, inoperable, abandoned or dilapidated boats, 

parts of motor vehicles, machinery, household furniture and appliances, 

construction equipment and materials, trailers, (including but not limited to semi­

trailers) camping trailers, tanks, drums, tires, pipes, cloth, wire, paper, metal, rags, 

glass, trash, rubbish, garbage or any other kind ofsalvage or waste material. 

E. 	 JUNK VEHICLE- Any untagged or unregistered, old, scrap, dismantled, 

inoperable, abandoned or dilapidated motor vehicle, vehicle, moped or the parts 

thereof; including an unregistered trailer, semi-trailer, travel trailer, camping 
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trailer, boat trailer, or other than that allowed under Section 5.2.0 (9) of the 

Zoning Ordinance. 

F. 	 JUNKY ARD- An area outside of an enclosed commercial or industrial building 

that is used for the abandonment, sale, storage, collecting, or baling ofpaper, rags, 

scrap metals, unusable machinery, other scrap or discarded materials, or for the 

abandonment, demolition, dismantling, storage, salvaging or sale for parts of three 

or more vehicles not in running condition, or parts thereof. 

O. 	 MOBILE HOME- A residential dwelling designed to be a permanent residence 

that was fabricated in an off-site manufacturing facility prior to Federal Home 

Construction and Safety Standards (HUD Code) and towed to a site in one or two 

substantial pieces and which is not designed to be supported by a conventional 

perimeter foundation. This definition shall apply regardless of whether a dwelling 

is still mobile. 

H. 	 MOTOR VEHICLE- Any vehicle that is self-propelled or propelled by electric 

power obtained from overhead electrical wires; and is not operated on rails. 

I. 	 OWNER- Any person, firm, corporation, or group holding title to property. 

1. 	 RESIDENT- The person, firm, corporation, occupant, renter or group on the land. 

K 	 RUBBLE-Structural/hazardous construction waste materials and materials 

generated by building demolition, including rocks, concrete, asphalt, brick, 

lumber, pilings, plaster, plaster board, roofing and metal and organic waste 

material, including root matter, brush, tree limbs, stumps, wood chips, shavings 

and soil, except; a) rocks, concrete and brick used for shore erosion control or b) 

recycled building material to be used on site within a one-year period. 

L. 	 SEMI-TRAILER- A vehicle that has no motive power; and is designed to carry 

property and to be towed by a motor vehicle; and is constructed so that some of its 

weight and load rests on or is carried by another vehicle. 

M. 	 STRUCTURE- Anything constructed or erected with a fixed location on the 

ground or attached to something having a fixed location on the ground. Among 

other things, "structure" includes buildings, manufactured homes, walls, tanks, 

signs and semi-trailers, parts of semi-trailers and walk-in type truck bodies. 



N. TRAILER- A vehicle that has no motive power; and is designed to carry people 

or property and to be towed by a motor vehicle; and is constructed so that no part 

of its weight rests on the towing vehicle. 

O. 	 TRASH- See the definition of, 'junk" 

P. 	 . TRA VEL TRAILER - A vehicle that is mounted on wheels; and is of such a size 

and weight as not to require any special highway movement permit when towed 

by a motor vehicle; and is designed and constructed primarily to provide 

temporary living quarters for recreational, camping or travel use; and is no longer 

than 40 feet. 

Q. 	 UNTAGGED VEHICLE- Any motor vehicle or vehicle that is subject to the 

registration requirements of the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of 

Maryland that does not display current registration plates and a validation tab 

issued for the current year by the Motor Vehicle Administration, except an 

untagged vehicle does not include an untagged vehicle which is used on a farm or 

in a business that is operational and not subject to the vehicle registration laws of 

Maryland. 

SECTION II: The following conditions shall constitute a nuisance: 

A. The uncontrolled growth of weeds, grass or other similar vegetation more than 

twelve (12) inches in height in any lot or parcel of land not being used for a bona fide 

agricultural purpose. 

B. The growth of any vegetation or placement of any structure along or near a road 

maintained by the Somerset County Roads Department that obstructs the vision or 

inhibits the safe travel of the public. 

C. Any dilapidated, burned-out, fallen-down, ramshackle, or decaying structure or 

remnant thereof which is unattended and/or uninhabitable or unusable for its intended 

purpose and is beyond reasonable hope ofre-habitation or restoration. 

D. Abandoned, dilapidated, untagged or unregistered motor vehicle( s), junk 

vehicle(s), abandoned appliances, furniture, tires, boats, trailer(s) camping trailer(s), 

travel trailer(s), trash, junk or similar items. 

1. 	 Every resident and occupant within the unincorporated areas of Somerset 

County, Maryland, shall be responsible for keeping and maintaining 



hislher property free of abandoned, dilapidated, untagged or unregistered 

vehicle(s), junk vehicle(s) abandoned appliances, furniture, tire(s), boat(s), 

trailer(s), camping trailer(s), travel trailer(s), trash,junk or similar items. 

2. 	 This subparagraph shall not apply to the following: 

a. Any motor vehicle, junk vehicle, appliance, furniture, tire, boat, 

trailer, camping trailer, travel trailer, trash, junk or parts thereof which are 

located in a properly zoned area in conjunction with a bona fide legally 

approved and maintained dealership, junkyard/salvage yard or repair 

facility. Nothing herein shall prohibit the Board of Zoning Appeals in 

setting limits on the quantity of such motor vehicles, junk vehicles, 

appliances, furniture, tires, boat, trailers, camping trailers, travel trailers, 

trash, junk or similar items. 

b. Any motor vehicle(s), appliance(s), furniture, tire(s), boat(s), 

trailer(s), camping trailer(s), travel trailer (s), trash, junk or similar item(s) 

which is/are maintained in a completely enclosed structure. 

c. A reasonable quantity of stored motor vehicles as accessory to 

lawfully operated automobile service and sales facilities. 

d. Storage of one untagged vehicle. Nothing in this Section "C" shall 

be construed so as to permit the abandonment of a motor vehicle, boat, 

trailer, camper trailer, travel trailer or parts thereof in woods or field areas 

so as to pose a safety, health or environmental hazard. 

SECTION Ill: Procedure for Determinina ofNuisance. 

A. 	 The County Commissioners may designate officials to act as enforcement officers 

to investigate and determine the existence of nuisances. 

B. 	 Nuisances are deemed to occur when visible from a County road, State road or 

from a private road generally used for public access to adjacent properties, or 

from adjacent properties. 

C. 	 Upon the determination by the enforcement officer that a property is not in 

compliance with this Ordinance, the officer shall give written notice to the 

property owner that the property owner has 30 days to bring the property into 

compliance with the Ordinance. 



D. Notice to the property owner of non-compliance shall be in writing and shall be 

served by either regular mail or personal service. 

E. 	 If the structure is at least 100 years old, a copy of the above referred to notice 

shall also be forwarded to The Somerset County Historical Trust or its designee. 

F. 	 The County Commissioners, or their designee, may require that nuisance 

complaints be in writing, signed by the complainant, and contain such information 

may be necessary to locate and investigate the condition. 

G. 	 Property owners or persons receiving notice of noncompliance with the ordinance 

may request a hearing with the County Commissioners. The hearing shall be 

scheduled within a reasonable time. The County Commissioners shall have the 

authority to rescind the notice ofviolation or abate the terms and conditions of the 

violation or forward the violation to the enforcement officer for enforcement as 

set forth in Section IV herein. Property owners shall only be granted a hearing 

upon request; otherwise, the violation shall be subject to enforcement as set forth 

herein. Property owners shall have fifteen (15) days from the date of the notice of 

the violation to request the hearing and if not requested within the fifteen days, 

such request for hearing shall be waived. All requests for hearing shall be made 

in writing and delivered to the Office of the Board of County Commissioners for 

Somerset County at P.O. Box 37, 11916 Somerset Avenue, Princess Anne, 

Maryland 21853. 

SECTION IV: Enforcement. 

A. 	 If the property owner fails to bring the property into compliance within the 30 day 

period as set forth in Section III, the County Commissioners or their designee 

may, after the 30 day period, enter upon the land and undertake the work of 

bringing the property into compliance and assess the property owner for the cost 

of the work through invoice, lien on property or charge on property taxes. 

B. 	 The County Commissioners may enforce this Ordinance through Section 2-411 of 

the Code ofLocal Laws of Somerset County, 2003 edition. 



SECTION V: Severability 

If any provision of the Ordinance is held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction the 

remainder of this Ordinance, other than those to which it is held invalid, shall not be affected. 

SECTION VI: Effective date. 

This Ordinance shall become effective on the 1st day of January, 2006. 

ATTEST: BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF SOMERSET COUNTY, MARYLAND 

Sam Boston, President 

James N. Ring, Vice President 

Charles F. Fisher, Commissioner 

MiChaeiMCCready, comtIiiSSier 
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Paul T. Ward, Jr., Commissioner 
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